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your correspondent and myse ^ much> >. he remarked with emphasis 

is this harping on death, i u P WThis idle and often cowardly, as well as 
gesture as a whf.hould we no. change, like everything else ? In 
ignorant harping • ^ h of both, French as well as English, and 1 

fiction, in poetry, m s0 m the shadow of death, call it what 

am told in American art an ‘ ’ e js upon us . But what fools who 
vou will, despair, negation, ff know * as well as I, that death is life, just 

talk thus 1 Why, mmm iy dyi ng body is none .he less alive, and eve, 
as our daily, our momen ' > >. g withput death, which is our crapelike, 

recruiting new forces of th> there could be no prolongation 

churchyardy word for cha g ^ ^ foolish t0 argue upon such a thing 

° e leT Fo? tyself! I deny death as an end of everything. Never say of 
me that I am dead ! ”-I am, dear Editor, yours sincerely, ^ c 


OUR WORK. 


House of Education Naturalist Club Notes.— The real enthusiasm with 
which our students have taken up the work for the club, both by observa- 
tion and in their note-books, has been most heartening to witness. Much 
has been done this month that could not have been undertaken later in the 
season. February and March are less busy months for naturalists than those 
that follow. The time has been well employed in learning the contours of 
trees, painting twigs and buds in brushwork, noting the fructification of many 
mosses, and generally clearing the way for the fuller studies of April and 
May. The note-books are fast becoming a source of great pleasure, and the 
illustrations painted directly from Nature are very careful exact work. Great 
interest has been taken in the oak galls, and as the season advances many 
may be seen in the first stages of formation. If the members of the club 
who are interested in this subject will look out carefully they may, perhaps, 
find the following oak galls, oak apple, oak gall, oak-root gall, artichoke, 
nut, spangle, button, currant and woolly galls ; of these the name is almost 
a sufficient description. The balaniform galls, so called from a fancied 
resemblance to barnacles, are found at the base of the smaller branches- 
where they form clusters of conical galls not unlike the barnacles on an 

0> The woolly galls are more rare, but they may be seen sometimes covering 
the trees with what looks like cotton grass or bits of cotton-wool. The hunt 
for galls is a very delightful one, and any o our 'J iem ^ rs ... ( pretty 
neighbourhood of either Woolmer Forest or the New Fores w,I 1 be W 
certain to find all of those mentioned. A paper on bmtam a Norwich 
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term of study. It would ^ J of a clever student, but also the wisdom 
,..r»irh show not merely the mo ther. The students in the 
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ssion’s work. t0 hear that the students in this Club find 

JfS v“telpM and delightful. Leader, W. G. Col.nw.od, Esq, 
Lane Head, Coniston ^ of examinalio n work becomes a 

task Litis always an inspiriting and delightful one, because the 
serious ask, but - way int0 t heir papers. How an 

P Tr e fof°sc ool who complains of the deadly weariness of reading the 
thilfo i and over, the same idea clothed in the same words by bun- 
dmds of iligent pens, how he would delight in the originality and indivi- 

duality of the examination work that comes to us . . • f • 

Once again we have to assure “ Our Parents ” that their children maintain 
a very high standard. The work done in the P. R. -School is ^usually 
thorough, intelligent, and methodical. '1 lie children in this schoo 
they like because they like what they do ; this they have in common \ 
nearly all children who attend good schools. We claim that we ia\e 
ceeded in introducing the school into the family ; quite young children enj } 
the sense of having definite prescribed work which is entirely within t eii 
range, and is to be produced finished by a given time. Work is joy to t en^, 
the teaching they receive appeals to the principle of curiosity, or, let us ca 
it, desire of knowledge, which is as much part and parcel of the health) c \ 
as is the appetite for his dinner. “ I want to know’’ is the child’s unceasin^ 
demand, and we are careful to give him just what he wants. 

Of all the subjects set for the study of children of seven and upwards n 
favourite appears to be Greek history as told by Plutarch in his Lives . ® 

children keep mother or governess employed in writing page after P a £ e 
vigorous narrative with now and then a lapse of memory and a funny s ^ a ^ 
ment. It is of course necessary to choose with discretion the passages ^ 
be read to children, but we know of nothing more distinctly formative t a 
t e familiar Plutarch , upon which many of us have grown up ; nor 0 
know of any book which does so much to enable the children to realise h 
personal and intimate is the relation of the individual to the State. 


OUR WORK. 


159 


younger uhiuiui ... v* . . A * U1C Englewood Tales perhaps as mnrh 

In these days, when it is important both for men and women to be able to 
speak lucidly, coherently, vigorously, and to the point, it is more necesla v 
to narrate freely than to write meagrely. Will the members of the school 
observe that we are very anxious to save the children from becoming bad 
spellers by writing copiously with a spelling of their own invention No 
doubt it is sometimes a relief to the teacher to set a child to write from 
memory an account of such and such a thing he has read about. Much 
better let him tell the account, or if he must write, let him anyway learn 
how to spell all the words he does not know, leaving him to make the selec- 
tion. We are delighted to have capital Natural History papers, and good 
Reports as to mounting wild flowers, collections of fruits, &c. Perhaps no 
part of a child’s education is so valuable as that which puts him in touch 
with Nature. What he sees for himself he knows. What you tell him of 
he may know about , which is a very different thing. 


The Picture Talk of the programme for little ones, which appears to puzzle 
some mothers, is another exercise in seeing of the very simplest kind. You 
show a child a picture, not a mere nursery print, but a study worth looking 
at, and give him three minutes to look at it. Then let him shut his eyes 
and tell you all he has seen in the picture. You will find yourself inclined to 
contradict him and say there is no dog or bird or cowin the picture. But 
beware how you do so ; he knows his subject down to the tall bents reflected 
in the water, and all you need take trouble about is to give him a little lesson 
in language and in the ordering of his thoughts as he describes it. 

Bible narratives and English history are done almost as well as Greek his- 
tory. The Tales of a Grandfather will be very helpful for this term’s work. 
We get many questions as to what brushwork is. Set a child to copy a twig, 
leaf, vase, toy, any object that interests him, with his brush and colours, 
without attempting any outline beforehand. It is far easier to imitate form 
thus than in a pencil outline, and at the same time the child teaches himself 
to see and to imitate colour. There should be no attempt to give the idea 
of relief until the child is able to give a flat presentation, as on a Japanese fan, 


for instance. 

We have spoken most fully of the work of young children, because, from 
the educationalist’s point of view, this is the most important , but we ave 
had capital work done in the higher classes. The linguistic uoi ' m ass 
is especially good ; the pupils doing papers in French anc Geiman iteia ure 
and history in these languages,writing, that is, their F lenc 1 papei^ in renc , 
and their German papers in German. ,, 

Arithmetic is the only weak subject ; possibly some arm \co \\ 
it an advantage to get lessons once a week from the master or mis re 
elementary school. Easter examination begins on P ri I0t 



